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Very Short s (VSIs) is a book series published by Oxford University Press
(OUP) that provides concise and accessible s to a wide range of academic
subjects. The series was founded in 1995 by Keith Thomas, a historian and
former Master of Corpus Christi College, Oxford. VSIs are typically written
by leading experts in their fields and are designed to be accessible to a
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general audience. They are typically around 100 pages long and are
published in both paperback and ebook formats.

VSIs have been praised for their clarity, conciseness, and authority. They
have been translated into over 40 languages and have sold over 10 million
copies worldwide. The series has been credited with making academic
knowledge more accessible to a wider audience and has been used in
classrooms, book clubs, and libraries around the world.

History

The idea for VSIs came to Keith Thomas in the early 1990s. He was
concerned that academic publishing was becoming increasingly specialized
and inaccessible to a general audience. He wanted to create a series of
books that would provide concise and accessible s to a wide range of
academic subjects.

Thomas approached OUP with his idea and they agreed to publish the
series. The first VSI, The Tudors by John Guy, was published in 1995. The
series quickly became a success and OUP soon began publishing new
VSIs on a regular basis.

Scope

VSIs cover a wide range of academic subjects, including history,
philosophy, religion, science, and the arts. The series is divided into six
sections:

Arts and Humanities

History



Mind and Brain

Philosophy

Religion

Science and Mathematics

Each section is edited by a team of leading experts in the field. VSIs are
typically written by leading experts in their fields and are designed to be
accessible to a general audience.

Impact

VSIs have had a significant impact on academic publishing and on the way
that academic knowledge is disseminated to a wider audience. The series
has been praised for its clarity, conciseness, and authority. They have been
translated into over 40 languages and have sold over 10 million copies
worldwide.

VSIs have been used in classrooms, book clubs, and libraries around the
world. They have been credited with making academic knowledge more
accessible to a wider audience and have helped to foster a greater
understanding of the world around us.

Very Short s is an acclaimed book series that provides concise and
accessible s to a wide range of academic subjects. The series has been
praised for its clarity, conciseness, and authority. It has been translated into
over 40 languages and has sold over 10 million copies worldwide. VSIs
have had a significant impact on academic publishing and on the way that
academic knowledge is disseminated to a wider audience. They have been
used in classrooms, book clubs, and libraries around the world. They have



been credited with making academic knowledge more accessible to a wider
audience and have helped to foster a greater understanding of the world
around us.
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