
The History of the Royal British Legion: A
Noble Legacy of Service
The Royal British Legion (RBL) stands as a beacon of compassion and
support for veterans and their families, a legacy built upon a century of
unwavering dedication. Its roots can be traced back to the aftermath of
World War I, a time when countless soldiers returned home bearing the
physical and emotional scars of conflict.

The Birth of the British Legion

In the aftermath of World War I, the nation was confronted with the
daunting task of caring for a vast number of wounded and traumatized
veterans. At the forefront of this effort was a remarkable woman named
Miss Haig, the daughter of Field Marshal Douglas Haig, Commander-in-
Chief of the British Expeditionary Force. Moved by the plight of these men,
she established the Ex-Services Welfare Society (ESWS) in 1921.
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Another organization, the Comrades of the Great War, was also founded
that same year, sharing a similar mission of providing support to veterans.
In 1925, recognizing the need for a unified and comprehensive approach,
these two organizations merged to form the British Legion.

A Royal Recognition

In 1927, in recognition of its invaluable contributions, the British Legion
received its Royal Charter from King George V. This prestigious honor
elevated the Legion's status and solidified its role as the primary
organization charged with supporting British veterans.

Mission and Values

The Royal British Legion's mission is enshrined in its constitution, which
states: "To provide practical help and support to those who have served in
the armed forces of the Crown, their families, and dependants." This
mission is underpinned by core values of compassion, service, and
comradeship.

Services Provided

Over the decades, the Royal British Legion has developed a wide range of
services to meet the diverse needs of veterans. These services include:

Welfare support: Providing financial assistance, housing, and other
essential services to veterans and their families.

Healthcare: Operating care homes, providing respite care, and
supporting veterans with mental health issues.

Employment: Helping veterans find jobs and providing training and
skills development.



Comradeship and community: Creating opportunities for veterans to
connect with others who have shared their experiences.

Remembrance: Organizing and supporting events that commemorate
the sacrifices made by British servicemen and women.

The Poppy Appeal

The Royal British Legion is perhaps best known for its annual Poppy
Appeal, which raises funds to support its vital work. The poppy, a symbol of
remembrance since World War I, is worn during the weeks leading up to
Remembrance Sunday, the closest Sunday to November 11th. The
proceeds from the Poppy Appeal provide a significant portion of the
Legion's annual income, enabling it to continue its essential services.

Expanding Role

Over the years, the Royal British Legion has expanded its role to include
support for veterans of all conflicts, regardless of whether they served in
regular or reserve forces. It has also extended its services to the families
and dependants of veterans, recognizing the unique challenges they face.

Modern Challenges

In recent years, the Royal British Legion has faced new challenges,
including the increasing number of veterans with complex needs and the
impact of austerity measures on its funding. However, the Legion has
remained steadfast in its commitment to providing support to those who
have served.

Legacy and Impact



The Royal British Legion has made an immeasurable contribution to the
lives of British veterans and their families. Its legacy of service,
compassion, and remembrance has earned it a deep respect and
admiration from the British public.

Today, the Royal British Legion continues to be an essential part of the
fabric of British society, providing vital support to those who have served
their country. Its unwavering commitment to helping veterans and their
families ensures that the legacy of those who made the ultimate sacrifice
will never be forgotten.

Image Descriptions:

A black and white photograph of Miss Haig, the founder of the British
Legion.

A photograph of a veteran wearing a poppy.

A photograph of members of the Royal British Legion taking part in a
Remembrance Day parade.
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