
Study Guide for Heinrich Heine's "Die Lorelei"
"Die Lorelei" is one of Heinrich Heine's most famous poems. It was written
in 1823 and tells the story of a beautiful woman who sits on a rock by the
Rhine River and lures sailors to their deaths with her enchanting song. The
poem has been set to music by many composers, including Franz Liszt and
Robert Schumann.

This study guide will provide you with a detailed analysis of the poem,
including its structure, imagery, and symbolism. You will also find a number
of discussion questions that can help you to understand the poem's
meaning and significance.
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Structure

"Die Lorelei" is a four-stanza poem with a simple, regular rhyme scheme.
The first and third stanzas rhyme (ABAB),and the second and fourth
stanzas rhyme (CDCD). The poem's meter is trochaic octameter, which
means that each line consists of eight trochees (stressed-unstressed
metrical feet).

FREE

https://autobiography.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Inl4SnVKelhXM1ZSRm9nSTJsOHJ5R012dFpSbzVNam8rdlJTSElDWjRCaElaUmc5QlNVdU85Y2ZwUjZwWFcyXC9wQlZGOE1LejlxdWJqKzFcL1FzR1I1N09WOWVkUm5BQXMxbDJuV2tXb1ZwMDdNUFZCQVE3N1J4ZHRESG0rQXNmVFdrYzQrRm5HUXlkK01aYkY4QjBYNTVEajBjcTBacmtWYVdtZXlaVFh1QVZpVHo0R1JyeHlSUENmTCt0bW1DTFphIiwiaXYiOiI1OTM1MGQ5NzgwZDBlZjEwZTYyYzhhMDYzOTQ3ZjEyNCIsInMiOiIwNDZkOWQ0ZGVkMDQxOTc5In0%3D
https://autobiography.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImlJNUxQcm1aR3VGcFFUc1BWYmRPVHJyYUttRmJzczJPS3ZicHlhbDI2eW5jek4xWWdjU0RzWjVOSm9WNUNjNFBmckJ1VXRuckFcL2tTaFhHUVZHNTM1ZXRwUFpic1BhQmpVRWpWd2ZXNUFXZ0xvNG5cLzBUUTJoZUFuWXZzV1l0NWpmRVBBR0FXdmRjb3lXVlIyelhGamUwRnhnenpsZm14bjF1UVV5NHFIY05LXC8xbmxpTGM1UGlWbDM2RzVodTVBZCIsIml2IjoiOGE1MWEwMTAwMDI4ZTQ4YmYzMWMxYmYzZmQxOWM4MDYiLCJzIjoiZDU2OGM0ZDVlNTFmNTcxZiJ9
https://autobiography.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjRtUDBFa2dTVGpEb2M3V1M2aERuenUrUHNiZXFzNklvbGJwRFwvM2tYemlYakJOck16dE9NZDJSbDFDUnBZM0VabDJsS0gzWGtSV2lwNzZEQkZcL1h2eTA5NHhrSzRMa2xtZXY0K3hRVzRmT0h0SFgyM1hPcStQTHU5azlnalwvYjdqSk5DWm9QdmZPQmZMd1lcL0FzdEhrV3hWUFdrKzdaUitDSVphTmhheHNtSkU4c0tiNnlzSDY1RVNzTTZ2OE5TYVgiLCJpdiI6Ijg4ZWRjZDM2Y2E5N2I1NmUyMzBiYzI5NTI2Y2Y2MDI5IiwicyI6ImM0YzAwYjFmMzNlZmIzODEifQ%3D%3D


The poem's structure is straightforward and logical. The first stanza
introduces the setting and the main character, the Lorelei. The second
stanza describes the Lorelei's song and its effect on the sailors. The third
stanza describes the sailors' reaction to the Lorelei's song. The fourth
stanza provides a moral to the story.

Imagery

Heine uses a variety of vivid and evocative imagery in "Die Lorelei." The
poem is full of images of nature, including the Rhine River, the rocks, and
the forest. These images create a sense of atmosphere and setting, and
they help to establish the poem's mood.

Heine also uses a number of images of death and destruction in the poem.
The sailors are described as being "pale" and "dead," and they are said to
be "drawn" to the Lorelei's rock like moths to a flame. These images create
a sense of danger and foreboding, and they help to emphasize the poem's
tragic ending.

Symbolism

"Die Lorelei" is a highly symbolic poem. The Lorelei herself is a symbol of
beauty and danger. Her song is a symbol of temptation and seduction. The
sailors are a symbol of those who are drawn to danger and destruction.
The Rhine River is a symbol of life and death.

The poem's title, "Die Lorelei," is also symbolic. Lorelei is a legendary
figure who is said to have drowned in the Rhine River. Her name is often
associated with danger and death. The title of the poem suggests that the
Lorelei in the poem is a dangerous and seductive figure who is capable of
causing death.



Meaning and Significance

"Die Lorelei" is a poem about the dangers of temptation and seduction. The
Lorelei is a beautiful and alluring figure, but her song is a deadly one.
Those who are drawn to her are doomed to destruction.

The poem's moral is clear: do not be tempted by appearances. Beauty can
be deceiving, and danger can be lurking beneath the surface.

"Die Lorelei" is a powerful and haunting poem that has resonated with
readers for centuries. It is a poem that warns us about the dangers of
temptation and seduction. It is also a poem that reminds us that beauty can
be dangerous.

Discussion Questions

1. How does the poem's structure contribute to its meaning? 2. What is the
significance of the imagery in the poem? 3. How does Heine use
symbolism in the poem? 4. What is the poem's moral? 5. How has the
poem been interpreted by different critics? 6. What are your own thoughts
and feelings about the poem?

Further Reading

* Heine, Heinrich. "Die Lorelei." Translated by Edna St. Vincent Millay.
Poetry Foundation. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/54472/die-
lorelei * Gilman, Sander L. "The Lorelei and the Modern: Heine and the
Anxiety of Femininity." New German Critique, no. 43 (1988): 3-24. * Keefe,
Terry. Heinrich Heine and the Romantic Tradition. Camden House, 2008.
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