
Shipping Container Object Lessons: A
Journey Through Time, Space, and the Human
Spirit
Shipping containers are more than just boxes that transport goods. They
are objects with a rich history, a complex present, and a promising future.
This article explores the many ways that shipping containers have shaped
our world, from their humble beginnings as a way to transport cargo to their
current use as homes, businesses, and even art installations. Along the
way, we will meet some of the people who have dedicated their lives to
working with shipping containers, and learn about the challenges and
rewards that come with this unique and often overlooked industry.
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A Brief History of Shipping Containers

The shipping container was invented in 1956 by Malcom McLean, a North
Carolina trucker who was looking for a way to transport goods more
efficiently. McLean's idea was to create a standardized metal box that could
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be easily loaded and unloaded from ships, trucks, and trains. This would
eliminate the need for manual labor, and would speed up the shipping
process considerably.

McLean's invention revolutionized the shipping industry. Before shipping
containers, goods were typically transported in wooden crates or barrels,
which were difficult to handle and often damaged in transit. Shipping
containers, on the other hand, were durable and weatherproof, and they
could be easily stacked and stored. This made them ideal for transporting a
wide variety of goods, from food and clothing to machinery and electronics.

The use of shipping containers quickly spread around the world. By the
early 1970s, they had become the standard way to transport cargo. Today,
there are over 20 million shipping containers in circulation, and they are
used to transport over 90% of the world's goods.

Shipping Containers in the Modern World

Shipping containers are essential to the global economy. They make it
possible to transport goods quickly and efficiently around the world. Without
shipping containers, the cost of transporting goods would be much higher,
and many products would be simply unavailable to consumers.

In addition to their role in the global economy, shipping containers are also
being used in a variety of other ways. They are being used to create
affordable housing, schools, and clinics in developing countries. They are
also being used to create temporary shelters for refugees and victims of
natural disasters.



Shipping containers are also being used in a variety of creative ways.
Artists are using them to create sculptures and installations. Architects are
using them to design new buildings. And businesses are using them to
create pop-up shops and restaurants.

The Future of Shipping Containers

The future of shipping containers is bright. As the global economy
continues to grow, the demand for shipping containers will only increase. In
addition, new technologies are being developed that will make shipping
containers even more efficient and versatile.

One of the most promising new technologies is the use of blockchain to
track the movement of shipping containers. This will make it possible to
track the location of every shipping container in the world, and it will also
make it easier to prevent theft and fraud.

Another promising new technology is the use of drones to deliver goods
from shipping containers. This will make it possible to deliver goods to
remote areas that are not accessible by road or rail. It will also make it
possible to deliver goods more quickly and efficiently.

The future of shipping containers is full of possibilities. These versatile and
durable boxes will continue to play a vital role in the global economy, and
they will also continue to be used in a variety of creative and innovative
ways.

Shipping containers are more than just boxes that transport goods. They
are objects with a rich history, a complex present, and a promising future.



They have shaped our world in countless ways, and they will continue to do
so for years to come.

The next time you see a shipping container, take a moment to appreciate
its beauty and its history. These humble boxes have played a vital role in
the development of our world, and they will continue to do so for years to
come.
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