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The Scum Manifesto is a 31-page document written by Valerie Solanas in
1967. It is a radical feminist text that argues for the violent overthrow of the
male-dominated society and the eradication of the male sex. Solanas was
a radical feminist who believed that men were inherently violent and
oppressive. She argued that women were only capable of liberation by
destroying the patriarchy and creating a world without men.
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Background

Valerie Solanas was born in 1936 in Atlantic City, New Jersey. She spent
her early years in poverty and was frequently abused by her father.
Solanas left home at a young age and lived on the streets of New York City.
She eventually found work as a prostitute and began to write about her
experiences.
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In 1967, Solanas published her most famous work, the Scum Manifesto.
The manifesto was self-published and initially only sold a few hundred
copies. However, it gradually gained attention and became a touchstone for
radical feminists around the world.

Content of the Manifesto

The Scum Manifesto is divided into three parts. The first part is a critique of
the male-dominated society. Solanas argues that men are inherently violent
and oppressive. She claims that all of history has been a history of male
violence against women.

The second part of the manifesto is a call to action. Solanas urges women
to rise up and overthrow the patriarchy. She argues that violence is the only
way to achieve true liberation.

The third part of the manifesto is a series of "demands" that Solanas makes
of men. These demands include the abolition of marriage and the family,
the end of prostitution, and the elimination of male violence.

Impact of the Manifesto

The Scum Manifesto has had a profound impact on feminist thought and
activism. It has inspired numerous feminist organizations and works of art.
The manifesto has also been the subject of much controversy and debate.

Some feminists have praised the manifesto for its radicalism and its
willingness to confront the issue of male violence. Others have criticized
the manifesto for its violence and its essentialism.



Despite the controversy, the Scum Manifesto remains an important text in
feminist history. It is a reminder of the anger and oppression that many
women have felt throughout history. The manifesto also serves as a
challenge to the status quo and a call for a more just and equitable world.

The Scum Manifesto is a complex and controversial text. It is a product of
its time and place, and it reflects the anger and frustration of a generation
of women who had grown tired of being oppressed by men. The manifesto
has had a profound impact on feminist thought and activism, and it
continues to be a source of inspiration for feminists today.
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