
Making Nation and Race in Urban Tanzania:
New African Histories
Tanzania is a nation with a rich and complicated history. It is a country that
has been shaped by the forces of colonialism, imperialism, and
globalization. In recent years, there has been a growing interest in the
history of Tanzania, and in particular, the history of the country's urban
areas. This interest has been sparked by a number of factors, including the
country's rapid urbanization, the increasing importance of cities in the
global economy, and the rise of new social and political movements.
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One of the most important aspects of the history of urban Tanzania is the
role that nation and race have played in shaping the country's cities. In this
article, we will explore the ways in which nation and race have been
constructed and contested in urban Tanzania. We will also examine the
impact that these constructions have had on the lives of urban Tanzanians.
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The construction of nation and race in urban Tanzania has been a complex
and contested process. During the colonial period, the British imposed a
racial hierarchy on the country, with Europeans at the top and Africans at
the bottom. This hierarchy was reflected in the spatial organization of cities,
with Europeans living in the best neighborhoods and Africans living in the
worst.

After independence, the Tanzanian government attempted to dismantle the
racial hierarchy that had been established during the colonial period.
However, the government's efforts were only partially successful. While
racial discrimination was outlawed, it continued to exist in many forms. For
example, many Africans continued to live in poverty and squalor, while
many Europeans continued to live in affluence.

In recent years, there has been a growing challenge to the traditional
constructions of nation and race in urban Tanzania. This challenge has
come from a number of sources, including the rise of new social and
political movements, the increasing importance of cities in the global
economy, and the growing awareness of the negative consequences of
racial discrimination.

The Impact of Nation and Race on the Lives of Urban Tanzanians

The constructions of nation and race in urban Tanzania have had a
profound impact on the lives of urban Tanzanians. Racial discrimination has
limited the opportunities of many Africans, and it has contributed to the
poverty and inequality that is prevalent in many urban areas.

However, the constructions of nation and race have also had a positive
impact on the lives of some urban Tanzanians. For example, the rise of



African nationalism has helped to create a sense of pride and identity
among many Africans. This sense of pride has led to the development of
new social and political movements, which are working to improve the lives
of all Tanzanians.

The construction of nation and race in urban Tanzania is a complex and
contested process. The constructions of nation and race have had a
profound impact on the lives of urban Tanzanians, both positive and
negative. As Tanzania continues to develop, it will be important to address
the challenges posed by nation and race. This will require a commitment to
equality and justice, and it will require the participation of all Tanzanians.
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