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Hero on a Bicycle by Shirley Hughes is a classic children's picture book
that has been enjoyed by generations of readers. The book tells the story
of a young boy named Joe who dreams of riding a bicycle. With its
heartwarming illustrations and relatable characters, Hero on a Bicycle is a
must-read for any child who loves to dream big.

The Story

Joe is a young boy who loves to watch the cyclists race past his house. He
dreams of one day being able to ride a bicycle just like them. But Joe's
family is poor, and they cannot afford to buy him a bicycle.

One day, Joe's luck changes. He finds a bicycle in a junkyard. The bicycle
is old and rusty, but Joe is determined to fix it up. With the help of his
friends, Joe spends weeks repairing the bicycle. Finally, the day comes
when the bicycle is ready to ride.
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Joe is so excited to finally be able to ride a bicycle. He rides all over town,
exploring his neighborhood and making new friends. Joe's bicycle becomes
a symbol of his freedom and independence. It is a reminder that anything is
possible if you set your mind to it.

The Illustrations

The illustrations in Hero on a Bicycle are just as iconic as the story itself.
Hughes's illustrations are full of life and movement. They perfectly capture
the excitement and wonder of childhood.

Joe is a particularly well-drawn character. He is a relatable and sympathetic
figure. Readers will root for him as he works to achieve his dream of riding
a bicycle.

The Characters

The characters in Hero on a Bicycle are all well-developed and believable.
Joe is the central character, but the book also features a cast of supporting
characters who help him on his journey.

Joe's friends are a group of loyal and supportive children. They help Joe fix
up the bicycle and encourage him to never give up on his dreams.

Joe's parents are also supportive of his dream. They may not be able to
afford to buy him a new bicycle, but they are always there to encourage
him.

The Themes

Hero on a Bicycle is a book about many things. It is a story about the power
of dreams, the importance of friendship, and the value of perseverance.



The book teaches children that anything is possible if you set your mind to
it. It also shows children that it is important to have friends who support you
and encourage you to never give up on your dreams.

The Legacy

Hero on a Bicycle has been a beloved children's book for over 50 years. It
has been translated into over 20 languages and has sold millions of copies
worldwide.

The book has been praised for its heartwarming story, relatable characters,
and beautiful illustrations. It is a classic children's book that will continue to
be enjoyed by generations of readers to come.

Hero on a Bicycle by Shirley Hughes is a must-read for any child who loves
to dream big. It is a heartwarming story about the power of dreams, the
importance of friendship, and the value of perseverance. With its beautiful
illustrations and relatable characters, Hero on a Bicycle is a classic
children's book that will continue to be enjoyed by generations of readers to
come.
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