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Sidney Wood was born in 1749 in Smithfield, Rhode Island. Growing up in
the untamed wilderness of colonial America, he developed exceptional
skills as a woodsman. He could fell trees with astonishing speed and
precision, navigate treacherous terrain with ease, and survive off the land
with remarkable resilience.

Wood's wilderness expertise caught the attention of the Continental Army,
and in 1777, he joined the Hammer Battalion, an elite unit known for its ax-
wielding prowess. These axemen played a crucial role in clearing paths
through dense forests, building fortifications, and constructing bridges, all
while facing the perils of battle.
Battle of Saratoga: Turning the Tide

Sidney Wood's fame reached its peak during the pivotal Battle of Saratoga
in 1777. As British General John Burgoyne's army advanced on the
American positions, Wood and his fellow axemen from the Hammer
Battalion were tasked with clearing a path through a heavily forested area
known as Bemis Heights.
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Working tirelessly, Wood and his comrades felled trees with astonishing
speed, creating a passageway for the American troops. Their efforts proved
instrumental in slowing down the British advance and disrupting their
supply lines. The Battle of Saratoga ultimately ended in a decisive
American victory, a turning point in the war.
Battle of Yorktown: The Final Triumph

Four years later, Sidney Wood and the Hammer Battalion played a
significant role in the final act of the Revolutionary War at the Battle of
Yorktown in 1781. Once again, their ax-wielding skills were put to the test
as they helped construct fortifications around the besieged British army.

Wood's resilience and determination were unwavering throughout the long
and arduous siege. He worked alongside his comrades, day and night, to
strengthen the American defenses. Their efforts contributed to the eventual
surrender of the British forces, securing the independence of the United
States.

Legacy of Sidney Wood



Reenactors keep the legacy of Sidney Wood and the Hammer Battalion alive through
historical demonstrations.

Sidney Wood's bravery, skill, and unwavering spirit left a lasting legacy on
the American Revolution. He embodied the resilience and determination of
the Continental Army, fighting against overwhelming odds for the cause of
independence.

Today, Wood is remembered as a legendary figure, his name synonymous
with the Hammer Battalion and the iconic role of the axemen in the fight for
freedom. His story continues to inspire generations of Americans,
reminding us of the sacrifices made by those who fought for our
independence.
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Sidney Wood, the legendary axeman from the Hammer Battalion, stands
as a symbol of the unsung heroes of the American Revolution. His
extraordinary wilderness skills, unwavering bravery, and unwavering
commitment to the cause of independence played a pivotal role in securing
the victory for the fledgling United States.

As we reflect on the legacy of the American Revolution, let us not forget
Sidney Wood and the countless other brave men and women who fought
for our freedom. Their stories remind us of the sacrifices made to establish
our nation and the enduring spirit that has shaped our history.
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