
Forced Relocation and Making a Good Life in
Postwar Canada: The Story of Brenda and
David
In the aftermath of the Second World War, many countries around the world
were faced with the challenge of relocating and resettling displaced
populations. In Canada, one of the most significant forced relocations
occurred with the internment of Japanese Canadians.

Moved by the State: Forced Relocation and Making a
Good Life in Postwar Canada (Brenda and David
McLean Canadian Studies) by Tina Loo

5 out of 5
Language : English
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Lending : Enabled
File size : 10252 KB
Print length : 296 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

On February 24, 1942, the Canadian government issued Order-in-Council
P.C. 1486, which authorized the forced relocation of all Japanese
Canadians from the Pacific coast to internment camps in the interior of
British Columbia. This order affected over 22,000 people, including
Canadian citizens, who were forced to leave their homes, businesses, and
communities.
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Brenda and David were two of the many Japanese Canadians who were
interned during the war. Brenda was born in Vancouver, British Columbia,
and David was born in Japan. They were married in 1940, and they had
two young children when they were forced to leave their home.

The internment camps were harsh and overcrowded, and the Japanese
Canadians were subjected to discrimination and abuse. Brenda and David
were forced to live in cramped quarters, and they were often treated with
suspicion and hostility. Despite these challenges, Brenda and David
remained determined to make a good life for themselves and their children.

After the war, the Japanese Canadians were finally released from the
internment camps. However, they faced many challenges in rebuilding their
lives. They had lost their homes, businesses, and communities, and they
were often discriminated against in employment and housing.

Brenda and David were among the many Japanese Canadians who
refused to give up. They worked hard to rebuild their lives, and they
eventually became successful business owners and community leaders.

Brenda and David's story is a testament to the resilience and determination
of the Japanese Canadians. Despite the hardships they endured, they were
able to overcome adversity and make a good life for themselves and their
children.

The Impact of Forced Relocation on Japanese Canadians

The forced relocation of Japanese Canadians had a profound impact on
their lives and communities. The internment camps were harsh and
overcrowded, and the Japanese Canadians were subjected to



discrimination and abuse. This experience left many Japanese Canadians
with feelings of trauma, anger, and resentment.

The relocation also had a negative impact on the Japanese Canadian
economy. The Japanese Canadians lost their homes, businesses, and
farms, and they were forced to start over from scratch. This economic loss
was compounded by the discrimination that Japanese Canadians faced
after the war.

Despite the challenges they faced, the Japanese Canadians were able to
rebuild their lives and make significant contributions to postwar Canada.
They became successful business owners, professionals, and community
leaders, and they played an important role in the development of Canada's
multicultural society.

The Resilience of Japanese Canadians

The resilience of Japanese Canadians is a testament to their strength and
determination. Despite the hardships they endured, they were able to
overcome adversity and make a good life for themselves and their children.

The Japanese Canadians were able to rebuild their lives through a
combination of factors, including their strong sense of community, their
commitment to education, and their hard work ethic. They also received
support from the Canadian government and from other Canadians who
recognized the injustice of their treatment.

The resilience of Japanese Canadians is an inspiration to us all. It shows
us that even in the face of adversity, we can overcome challenges and
achieve our goals.



The forced relocation of Japanese Canadians during World War II was a
dark chapter in Canadian history. However, it is a story of resilience and
hope. The Japanese Canadians were able to overcome adversity and
make a good life for themselves and their children. Their story is an
inspiration to us all.
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