
California Government and Politics Today: A
Comprehensive Guide
California is the most populous state in the United States, with over 39
million residents. It is also one of the most diverse states, with a population
that includes people from all over the world. California's government and
political system is complex and ever-evolving, but this guide will provide
you with a comprehensive overview of how it works.
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History of California Government

The history of California government can be traced back to the Spanish
colonial period (1769-1821). During this time, California was a part of the
Viceroyalty of New Spain and was governed by a governor-general
appointed by the Spanish king.

After Mexico gained independence from Spain in 1821, California became
a part of Mexico and was governed by a territorial governor appointed by
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the Mexican government. In 1846, the United States declared war on
Mexico, and California was occupied by the U.S. Army.

In 1848, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended the Mexican-American
War and ceded California to the United States. California became a state in
1850 and adopted its first constitution.

The California constitution has been amended many times since it was first
adopted, but the basic structure of the state government has remained the
same. The state government is divided into three branches: the executive
branch, the legislative branch, and the judicial branch.

Structure of California Government

The executive branch of the California government is headed by the
governor, who is elected to a four-year term. The governor is responsible
for appointing the heads of the state's departments and agencies and for
vetoing or signing into law bills passed by the legislature.

The legislative branch of the California government is the California State
Legislature, which is made up of two houses: the Senate and the Assembly.
The Senate has 40 members, who are elected to four-year terms. The
Assembly has 80 members, who are elected to two-year terms.

The judicial branch of the California government is the California court
system, which is headed by the California Supreme Court. The California
Supreme Court has seven justices, who are appointed by the governor and
confirmed by the Senate.

Current Issues in California Politics



California is facing a number of challenges, including:

* The rising cost of housing * Homelessness * Climate change * Water
scarcity * Education inequality

These issues are being debated by policymakers in California, and there is
no easy solution to any of them.

How to Get Involved in Politics in California

If you want to get involved in politics in California, there are a number of
ways to do so. You can:

* Volunteer for a political campaign * Donate to a political candidate or
cause * Attend political rallies or events * Contact your elected officials *
Run for office yourself

Getting involved in politics is a great way to make a difference in your
community and state.

California is a complex and ever-evolving state, and its government and
political system are constantly changing. However, this guide has provided
you with a comprehensive overview of how California's government works
and how you can get involved in politics in the state.
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