
A Comprehensive Guide to Credit by Exam
and External DIY Degree Programs
In today's rapidly evolving higher education landscape, individuals are
increasingly seeking alternative pathways to earning a college degree.
Credit by exam and external DIY degree programs have emerged as viable
options for those who wish to accelerate their academic progress, save
money, or gain a wider range of knowledge.
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What is Credit by Exam?

Credit by exam is a method of earning college credit without taking a
traditional course. Students can demonstrate their knowledge of a subject
by taking an exam, typically offered through organizations such as the
College Level Examination Program (CLEP) or DANTES Subject
Standardized Tests (DSST). Successful completion of these exams can
grant students credit towards a degree program.
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Advantages of Credit by Exam

Accelerated Learning: Students can bypass traditional coursework
and earn credits quickly, potentially saving time and completing their
degree sooner.

Cost Savings: Credit by exam can reduce the overall cost of a degree
program by eliminating the need for expensive tuition and fees.

Flexible Learning: Students can study independently at their own
pace and schedule, making it ideal for busy professionals or those with
limited time.

External DIY Degree Programs

External DIY degree programs allow students to complete a degree entirely
online or through independent study, without the need for regular
classroom attendance. These programs offer a high level of flexibility and
customization, enabling students to tailor their education to their specific
interests and goals.

Types of External DIY Degree Programs

Associate Degrees: These two-year programs typically prepare
students for entry-level careers or provide a foundation for further
study.

Bachelor's Degrees: These four-year programs provide students with
a comprehensive education in a particular field, leading to a bachelor's
degree.

Master's Degrees: These advanced programs offer students the
opportunity to specialize in a particular subject area and gain
advanced knowledge and skills.



Advantages of External DIY Degree Programs

Flexibility: Students can learn anywhere, anytime, and at their own
pace, making it ideal for those with busy schedules or geographic
constraints.

Affordability: External DIY degree programs can be significantly more
affordable than traditional on-campus programs.

Customization: Students can often tailor their degree programs to
meet their specific career goals and interests.

Eligibility Requirements

The eligibility requirements for credit by exam and external DIY degree
programs vary depending on the specific program and institution. However,
some common eligibility requirements include:

A high school diploma or equivalent

Minimum ACT or SAT scores

Work experience in the relevant field

Prior college credits

How to Navigate Credit by Exam and External DIY Degree Programs

Navigating credit by exam and external DIY degree programs requires
careful planning and research. Here are some tips to help you get started:

1. Research Programs and Institutions

Thoroughly research different credit by exam providers and external DIY
degree programs to find the best fit for your needs. Consider factors such



as program cost, flexibility, accreditation, and reputation.

2. Determine Your Eligibility

Review the eligibility requirements for the programs you are interested in
and ensure you meet the minimum criteria. Contact the institution directly if
you have any questions about your eligibility.

3. Prepare for Exams

If you plan to take credit by exam, dedicate sufficient time to studying and
preparing for the exams. Utilize study materials, online resources, and
practice tests to enhance your chances of success.

4. Enroll in a DIY Degree Program

Once you have met the eligibility requirements and selected a program,
enroll in the external DIY degree program that best aligns with your
educational goals. Follow the program's curriculum and requirements
diligently.

5. Seek Support

Don't hesitate to reach out to the institution or online forums for assistance
and support throughout your journey. Instructors, advisors, and fellow
students can provide valuable guidance and encouragement.

Accredited Institutions

Choosing an accredited institution is crucial for ensuring the quality and
recognition of your degree. Consider the following accredited institutions
that offer credit by exam and external DIY degree programs:



Excelsior College

Thomas Edison State University

Charter Oak State College

Western Governors University

Credit by exam and external DIY degree programs offer compelling
alternatives to traditional higher education paths. By leveraging these
programs, individuals can save time, reduce costs, and customize their
education to suit their unique needs and aspirations. With careful research,
preparation, and support, you can successfully navigate these programs
and achieve your academic goals.
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